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ALP telecoms policyALP telecoms policy

““A Rudd Labor Government will:A Rudd Labor Government will:

�� Partner with the private sector to deliver the Partner with the private sector to deliver the 
National Broadband Network;National Broadband Network;

�� Undertake a competitive assessment of Undertake a competitive assessment of 
proposals from telecommunications companies;proposals from telecommunications companies;

�� Ensure competition in the sector through an Ensure competition in the sector through an 
open access network that provides equivalence open access network that provides equivalence 
of access  charges and scope for access seekers of access  charges and scope for access seekers 
to differentiate product offerings; and to differentiate product offerings; and 

�� Put in place regulatory reforms to ensure Put in place regulatory reforms to ensure 
upfront certainty for investment.upfront certainty for investment.””



Bipartisan consensusBipartisan consensus

�� Increased direct investment in a new BAN; Increased direct investment in a new BAN; 

�� A competitive process for selection of the A competitive process for selection of the 
private sector companies to be involved in private sector companies to be involved in 
the construction and operation of the the construction and operation of the 
BAN; andBAN; and

�� New regulatory arrangements to facilitate New regulatory arrangements to facilitate 
the stated policy goals associated with the stated policy goals associated with 
open access, price equivalence and open access, price equivalence and 
investment certainty. investment certainty. 



The MinisterThe Minister’’s Mind (is open)s Mind (is open)

ALAN KOHLER: And what is the $4.7 billion, is it an investment bALAN KOHLER: And what is the $4.7 billion, is it an investment by the y the 
Government in a joint venture with somebody, a public private Government in a joint venture with somebody, a public private 
partnership or what?partnership or what?

STEPHEN CONROY: Our preference is for it to be an equity proposaSTEPHEN CONROY: Our preference is for it to be an equity proposal, l, 
but we have an open mind, what we are saying is the proponents but we have an open mind, what we are saying is the proponents 
should tell us what the style of structure that they would should tell us what the style of structure that they would favourfavour and and 
that would then be part of the discussions through the negotiatithat would then be part of the discussions through the negotiations ons 
process...process...

ALAN KOHLER: They will say, just give us the money.ALAN KOHLER: They will say, just give us the money.

STEPHEN CONROY: To be fair that is true. Everyone would like a $STEPHEN CONROY: To be fair that is true. Everyone would like a $4.7 4.7 
billion billion chequecheque from the Government. That's not going to happen. from the Government. That's not going to happen. 
We are not handing over $4.7 billion to anybody, Telstra, G9, We are not handing over $4.7 billion to anybody, Telstra, G9, fibrefibre
to the premise consortium... Absolutely not. Our preference is fto the premise consortium... Absolutely not. Our preference is for an or an 
equity consortium but we have an open mind and we will be sayingequity consortium but we have an open mind and we will be saying
to people put forward your proposals.to people put forward your proposals.



Key policy principlesKey policy principles

�� Technology neutralityTechnology neutrality

�� Open competitionOpen competition

�� Realignment of prices towards costsRealignment of prices towards costs



Broadband technologiesBroadband technologies



Public policy and subsidiesPublic policy and subsidies

�� Budgetary subsidiesBudgetary subsidies

�� Providing services below costProviding services below cost

�� Capital cost subsidiesCapital cost subsidies

�� Creating transfers through a market Creating transfers through a market 
mechanismmechanism


